Application No. : 1 0/685 1 07 

Amendment dated: January 23, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of: September 22, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the applications: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-3 (canceled) 

Claim 4 (currently amended): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair of upright 
members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an 
uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said 
upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and a horizontally 
planar base rigidly fixed to and between said lower ends of said upright members for cooperable 
abutment against the lower surface of the mattress to support said upright members in a fixed 
vertical relationship . 

Claim 5 (previously presented): An assembly according to claim 4, said planar base 
comprising a lower horizontal member rigidly fixed between said lower ends of said upright 
members and a horizontal tongue rigidly fixed to and extending from said lower horizontal 
member. 

Claim 6 (original): An assembly according to claim 5, said tongue extending forwardly and 
rearwardly from said lower horizontal member. 



Claim 7 (previously presented): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
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horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed and sufficiently 
rigid to substantially prevent deflection of said upper horizontal member with the bedclothes 
resting thereon, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower 
surface of the mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, 
an upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and two independent floor mounted bases, one connected to each of said upright 
members, 

for supporting lower ends of each of said upright members at the same elevation at least 
equal to an elevation of the lower surface of the mattress. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): An assembly according to claim 7, each said base 
comprising a pair of legs connected by a horizontal cross-member substantially transverse to said 
upper horizontal member and a downward extension of its respective said upright member 
connected to said cross-member. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (previously presented): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair of upright 
members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an 
uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said 
upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and a pair of tubular 
cross-members, each said tubular cross-member being substantially transverse to said upper 
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horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its respective said upright member, each said 
cross-member having a lengthwise slot in a wall thereof for engagement on the frame of the bed 
to support lower ends of each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to an 
elevation of the lower surface of the mattress. 

Claim 11 (previously presented): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair of upright 
members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an 
uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said 
upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and a pair of tubular 
members, each said tubular cross member being substantially transverse to said upper horizontal 
member and fixed to a lower end of the respective said upright member, each said cross member 
having a lengthwise slot horizontally radially disposed in an outer segment of a wall of said 
tubular member for engagement on a horizontal flange of the frame to support lower ends of 
each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to an elevation of the lower 
surface of the mattress. 

Claim 12 (original): An assembly according to claim 10, said slot being vertically radially 
disposed in a lower segment of said tubular member for engagement on a vertical flange of the 
frame. 

Claims 13-15 (canceled). 
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Claim 16 (currently amended). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface 
of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an 
upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and a horizontally planar base rigidly fixed to and between said lower ends of said 
upright members for cooperable abutment against said lower surface of said mattress to support 
said upright members in a fixed vertical relationship . 

Claim 17 (previously presented): An assembly according to claim 16, said planar base 
comprising a lower horizontal member rigidly fixed between said lower ends of said upright 
members and a horizontal tongue rigidly fixed to and extending from said lower horizontal 
member. 

Claim 18 (original). An assembly according to claim 17, said tongue extending forwardly and 
rearwardly from said lower horizontal member. 
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Claim 19 (previously presented). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress sufficiently rigid to substantially prevent deflection of said upper horizontal member 
with said bedclothes resting thereon, and a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a 
distance from a lower surface of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical 
structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end 
of said upper horizontal member, and two independent floor mounted bases, one connected to 
each of said upright members, for supporting lower ends of each of said upright, members at a 
same elevation at least equal to an elevation of the lower surface of said mattress. 

Claim 20 (original). An assembly according to claim 19, each said base comprising a pair of 
legs connected by a horizontal cross-member substantially transverse to said upper horizontal 
member and a downward extension of its respective said upright member connected to said 
cross-member. 

Claim 21 (canceled). 

Claim 22 (previously presented): A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface 
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of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an 
upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and a pair of tubular cross-members, each said tubular cross-member being 
substantially transverse to said upper horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its 
respective said upright member, each said cross-member having a lengthwise slot in a wall 
thereof for engagement on said frame of said bed to support lower ends of each of said upright 
members at a same elevation at least equal to an elevation of said lower surface of said mattress. 

Claim 23 (previously presented). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface 
of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, 'an 
upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and a pair of tubular members, each said tubular cover member being substantially 
transverse to said upper horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its respective said upright 
member, each said cross member having a lengthwise slot horizontally radially disposed in an 
outer segment of a wall of said tubular member for engagement on a horizontal flange of said 
frame to support lower ends of each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to 
an elevation of said lower surface of said mattress. 
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Claim 24 (original). An assembly according to claim 22, said slot being vertically radially 
disposed in a lower segment of said tubular member for engagement on a vertical flange of said 
frame. 
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